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CATALOGUE NO. B752.2

EMBARGOED UNTIL 11.30 A.M. 31 MARCH 1894

BUILDING ACTIVITY, VICTORIA
DECEMBER QUARTER 1993

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

e Expressed in seasonally adjusted average 1989-90 priccs
the total valuc of building work done for the December
quarter 1993 was $1.363.1 million, which was not sigmnifi-
cantly different from the figures for cither the previous
quarter or the same quarter of the previous year.

Value of building work done at average 1989-90 prices,
seasonally adjusted

Percentage change on

e The value ol non-residential building work done dropped
6.1% to be $535.0 million for the December quarter. This
was the lowest value recorded for this data item since the

Sept, quarter 1993 Dec. guarter 1992

New residential buildi 40 153
Alter;ff;n:i.ﬁ a;(;itj;]ngs Seplember quarter 1984. On the other hand the value of
o residential buildings 33 7.9 new residential work done rose to $696.9 million which
Non—residential building 6.1 -17.7 was its highest valuc since the $705.8 million reported for
Total bullding -1.2 -0.8 the March quarter 1990. The value of residential altera-
tions and additions also rose and was at its highest level
since the June quarter 1990,
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INQUIRIES « for more information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related unpublished

statistics, contact Colin Speechley on Adclaide (08) 237 7495 or any ABS State Office.
e for information about other ABS statistics and services please refer to the back of this publication.




SUMMARY OF FINDINGS - continued

Value of huilding work commenced at average 198990
prices

Percentage change on

Sept. quarter 1993 Dec. quarter 1992

New residential building 12.8 13.4
Alterations and additions

1o residential buildings 12.1 2.0
Non-residential building 4.0 3.8
Total buillding 2.0 213

» Expressed in average 1989-90 prices (but not scasonally
adjusted) the total value of building work commenced
during the December quarter 1993 was $1,509.8 million,
anincrease of 9.0% onthe figure for the Scplember quarter
and the highest value since the $1,745.4 million achieved
for the June quarter 1990,

» The value of new residential buildings ceinmenced rose
by 12.8% to be $743.8 million, its highest level since
$924 5 million was reported for the June quarter 1989

¢ Commencemenis of non—residential buildings also rose in

"~ wvalue although by only 4.0%. Even so the December
quarter figure of $605.2 million was the highest since the
March guarter 1991.

* The value of residential alterations and additions rose for
the third time in succession and the December quarter
level of $160.8 million has not been exceeded since the
June quarter of 1989,
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Number of dwelling units commenced, seasonally
adjusted

NUMRER OF DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED

Percentage change on

Sept. quarter 1993 Dec. guarter 1992

Privale sector houses 39 59
Private sector dwelling units 6.4 12.4
Total dwelling units 8.1 122

e In scasonally adjusted terms (he cstimate of the total
numbcr of dwelling units commenced during the Decem-
ber guarter 1993 was 7,951 which was 8.1% higher than
for the Scptember quarter and the highest number since
the September quarter 1989 when 8,306 were reported.

¢ There were also upward movements for privale scclor
houscs and private sector dwelling units. The former rosc
3.9% 10 6,690, while the latter ros¢ 6.4% 10 7.576. These
figures were also the highest levels reached since the
Sepiemmber quarter 1989.
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» Thetotal value of building work commenced (unadjusted,
at current prices) during the December quarter 1993 was
$1.405.8 million. Of this, $760.2 million was for new
residential building resulting in 8,308 dwelling units.

e Thetotal value of work done during the December quarter
was $1,332.0 million while the value of work yet to be
done on jobs under construction at the end of the quarter
was $1.364.4 million.
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TABLE 6. NUMBER OF DPWELLING UNITS BY STAGE OF CONSTRUCTION, VICTORIA
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED SERIES {2)

Houses Total
Private Private
secior Fortal Secior Total
Perind Cummenced Complered Commenced Completed Commenced Compleied Commenced Complered
1942 Sept. ylr 5.929 5.969 6.103 6.101 6467 63590 6.651 6638
Dec. gir 6,325 5526 6574 5.628 6742 6,137 7.089 6,412
19493 Mar. qtr 5.998 7069 6389 7,251 6.702 7.587 7086 1918
Fune qir 6363 6.139 6.643 6,354 6.RE3 6,486 7342 6.215
SepL qirr f,445 1.266 6,694 1471 7118 076 7.356 8,200
Dec. gtr 6,696 5.540 7.083 5.832 1576 6.240 7.95] 6,782

{a) Series have been revised due 1o annual re-analysis of seasonal adjustment factors.

TABLE 7. VALUE OF BUILDING WORK DONE, VICTORIA
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED SERIES (2)

{$ million)
New vestidentiad buifding Alterarions and Nom=residential building
AT IO

Oiher resideniiul residential FPrivate Fotal

Ferivd Howses bulidings Toral buildings secror Taral building
1992 Bept. gt hEXN.] 46.1 5785 1444 354 8 987 12176
Dec. qtr 3754 450 621.2 1428 3942 534.5 12843
1993 Mar. gtr 5941 523 64610 1433 3760 44,1 1.288.5
June gir REAR) 331 6387 1489 3553 4401 1.2447
SepL. qir v £21.6 583 6796 148.1 3355 446 8 1.269.7

Dex. gtr 6523 621 7153 155.2 416 4205 11778

{2) Series have been revised due to annual re-znalysis of seasonal adjugtment factors.
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TABLE 8. VALUE OF BUILDING WORK COMMENCED, AT AVERAGE 1989-90 PRICES {a). VICTORIA
{$ million)

New residential buitding Alterations gnd Non-residential huitding
additions {0

(her resideniial residential Privaie Total

Perind Houses buildings Foral huildings sector Tatal huilding
1990-91 1,772.5 155.0 19275 507.1 1.744.4 2.269.0 4,703.6
1991-92 1,887.0 2457 2,1327 521.8 14223 19505 46050
1992-93 21753 2156 2,390.9 5482 13221 14190 48581
1992 Sept. qtr 521.4 502 itlé 13001 26X.1} 436.2 1.137.4
Dae. ger 5856 427 6283 1577 365.1 4587 1.2447

1993 Mar. qtr 4969 613 560.2 1268 3474 587.1 1,274,1
June gtr 571.4 %4 6308 1336 3416 437.0 1,201.4
Sept. qirr 5933 6.3 6396 1434 406.0 582.0 13850

Dec. qtr LI 32 Ta3n 608 446 .4 605.2 1.509.8

(a) See paragraphs 24 and 25 of the Explanatory Noles, Constant prce estimates arg subject to revision cach quarter as more up to date information an prices and
commaodity composilions becomes available.

TABLE 9. VALUE OF BUILMNG WORK DONE, AT AVERAGE 198990 I'RICES (a). VICTORIA
ORIGINAL AND SEASONALLY ADJUSTED SERIES
{($ million)

Mew residenttal butlding Alrerations and Non-residential building
additions to
her residental iesidential Frivate Toial
Peniod Houses hrifdings Totaf hutldings xecror tortal building
ORIGINAL

1949091 20211 1980 22191 5292 26767 3695 4 64437
1491-92 18700 210 20801 Sl 1.956.8 27911 5.386.5
195293 21864 2414 24274 554.0 18311 14376 5.419.0
1992 Sept. qtr SRy 350 5640 135.4 430.2 f16.5 i.3154
Dec. qtr 566.3 563 6216 1462 4R7.R 6625 1.431.3

1993 Mear. ytir 53040 al.l 3910 1273 410.9 5367 1.255.0
June qtr ARI2 ai.6 6498 145.1 S01.8 6219 L4168k
Sepl. qirt S9vy 734 6733 1403 4316 SX42 13978

Dec. gir 6368 g2 71814} 1577 3770 5452 1.420.9

SCASONALLY ADJUSTEED

1992 Sept. gtr S06.4 350 5611 1373 $26.9 600.1 1.296.|
Dec. qir 447 542 604.6 136.3 479.5 [ 1.374.5

1993 Mar. yir 570t | 6149 1376 4719 6204 13932
June qir M6 670 6283 1428 4538 569.7 1.357.7
Sept. qtr r 7.1 716 670.2 1423 42840 5700 13704

Dec. qtr H17H 7Rt 6969 147.0 3Ny 3350 1363 [

{a} See paragraphs 24 (0 26 of 1he Explanatory Notes. Constant price estimates are subjecl 1o revision each quarter as more up to date information on prices and commodity
compositions becomes available.
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TABLE 10. NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS BY OWNERSIIIP,

CLASS OF BUILDER AND STAGE GF CONSTRUCTION,

VICTORIA
Private secior Public secror Toral
FHouses
{ther Qther Other
Contracior- residentiol residential residential
Period huitt Qrher Total  Matdings Total Houses  buildings Total Houses  huildings Toral
COMMENCED

19903-9] L 475 K556 200132 L. 883 21915 1.062 603 1.665 21.094 2 486 13 580

1991-92 14,785 7.041 21827 1,887 13.714 365 1.142 1.707 22392 e 25,421

1992-93 17.525 7107 24,633 2158 26788 .84 283 1.367 \’n7 2.438 28,155

1992 Sept. qur 4419 1600 6019 522 6.541 157 6l 218 6176 583 H.75%

Dec. qtr 4578 2137 a.7ts 340 7058 L] 124 344 6935 464 7399

1993 Mar. qur 3877 1.607 5484 738 6.219 RLH 22 34 5852 757 6.609

June qir 4,651 1.763 6414 558 64972 3y Th 415 6,753 634 7387

Sept.qir r 4964 1.589 6.553 662 7.5 e 16 272 6,779 708 7487

Dec. qir 457 2,143 7.114 K22 7.936 364 R 372 7.478 830 RI08

UNDER CONSTRUCTION AT END OF PERIOD

F990-91 3595 7530 1LE25 1.366 12,491 3R7 633 10120 18512 1.999 13.511

1991-92 4671 6,285 10,955 1.246 12.201 258 208 1163 11.210 2.154 13364

199293 5042 6.006 11.048 150 12.544 724 521 1.245 11,772 2022 13,7494

1992 Sepi. qir 4940 £.195 11.135 | 440 125375 274 666 94 11,409 2,106 13515

Dec. qtr 5136 6394 11.530 1.158 12,681 66 662 1.028 11.896 1813 13,709

1993 Mar. qur 4.949 6.045 10,994 1.401 12,395 602 622 124 11.596 2.023 [3.619

Fune qtr 54142 6,006 11,048 1.501 12549 724 s 1.245 11,772 2022 13794

Sept. qtr r 5313 5,145 10,458 1460 11918 Ex] 417 1.147 11,138 1.877 13,065

Dec. gir 5.476 5758 11.234 1.551 12.785 742 226 968 11,97 1777 13,753

COMPLETED

199091 12,691 11318 24,009 2318 26,327 1.206 380 1.786 25215 2894 R113

1991-92 13,765 7.945 21710 1998 23,708 691 867 1,358 22.401 2,865 25266

i992-93 17185 7.297 24,481 1,898 26379 68 318 1.2R6 25,199 1566 27.665

1947 Sept. qtr 4.11% 1L7s 5823 328 6,151 141 3H 442 5964 629 6.593

Dec. gtr 4382 1.922 6.304 627 6931 128 124 256 6.432 755 T.187

1993 Mar. qtr 4096 1.924 6,021 RS 6,506 132 62 194 6.153 547 6,700

June g 4,589 1.744 6,333 454 679 217 177 354 6.550 635 TARS

Sept. gtrr 4,758 2,335 7.9 703 7.796 215 150 165 1308 853 8. 14l

Dec. qtr 4,807 1.514 6,321 731 7052 346 199 545 o067 930 7.597

TABLE 11. SUMMARY OF BUILDING ACTIVITY, VICTORIA
RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS (PER CENT)
DECEMBER QUARTER 1993
New residential bhuilding Value
flouses Total Alterations
. Number of and additions
Ounership and steige dwelling to residential Toral
af constryction Number ‘alue WS Yuilue huitdings building
PRIVATE SCCTOR
Commenced 25 29 22 2. 14 1.6
Under construction at end of petiod 19 3] 26 27 1R 1.2
Completed 4.1 46 37 4.2 33 27
Value of work done 18 2.6 32 1.6
Value of work yet to be done . 38 .. 33 5.0 1.7
TOTAL PRIVATE AND PUBLIC SECTORS

Commenced 24 2R 21 2.6 314 1.4
Linder construction at end of perind IR 29 24 2.6 ER ] 1.0
Completed Yy 4.5 34 4.0 53 24
Value of work done 27 2.5 32 14
36 3.2 50 1.4

Value of work yet to be done
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

This publication contains detailed results from the
quarterly Building Activity Survey.

2. The statistics are compiled on the basis of retums
collected [rom builders and other individuals and organisa-
tions engaged in building activity. The quarterly survey con-
sists of two components.

(a) A sample survey of private sector house building
activity involving new house construction or altera-
tions and additions valued at $10,000 or morc 10
houses.

(b} A complete enumecration of jobs involving construc-

tion of new residential buildings other than private
sector houses, all alterations and additions to residen-
tial buildings (other than prvate sector houscs) with
an approval value of $10,000 or more, and all non-
residential building jobs with an approval vatue of
$50,000 or more.

3 From the September guarter 1990, only non—residen-
tia} building jobs (both new and alterations and additions) with
an approval value of $50,000 or more arc included in the
survey. For the Scptember quarter 1983 to June quaricr 1990,
the cut—off for inclusion was $30.000 or more and prior o that
it was $10,000 or more. Care should be taken in interpreting
data for specific classes of non-rcsidentiat building.

4. The usc of sample survey techniques in the Building
Activity Survey means that reliable estimates of private sector
house building activity, including alterations and additions to
houses, are available only at the Stalc/Territory and Australia
levels with the exception of the Northern Territory. However,
dwclling unit commencement data for regions below State
level are shown in the monthly scries of dwelling unit com-
mencements compiled by State offices of the ABS. Data {rom
this series, unlike those compiled from the Building Activity
Survey, are based on information reported by local and other
government authoritics.

Scope and coverage

5. The statistics relate to building activity which includes
construction of new buildings and alterations and additions 10
existing buildings. Construction activity not defined as build-
ing (e.g. construction of roads, bridges, railways, earthworks,
ctc.) is excluded.

6. Building jobs included in each quarter in the Building
Activity Survey comprise those building jobs selected in pre-
vious quarters which have not been completed (or com-
menced) by the end of the previous quarter and those building
jobs newly selected in the current quarter. The population list
from which building jobs are selected for inclusion comprises
all approved building jobs which were notified to the ABS up
to but notincluding the last month of the reference quarter (e.g.
up to the end of August in respect of the September quarter
survey). This introduces a lag to the statistics in respect of those
building jobs notified and commenced in the last month of the
reference quarter (e.g. for the month of September in respect
of the September quarter survey). For example, building jobs
which were notified as approved in the month of June and
which actually commenced in that month are shown as com-
mencements in the September quarter. Similarly, building jobs
which were notified in the month of September and which
actually commenced in that month are shown as commence-
ments in the December quarter.

Definitions

7. A building is defined as a rigid, lixed and permanent
structure which has a roof. Its intended purposc is primarily to
house people, plant, machinery, vehicles, goods or livestock.
An integral feature of a building’s design. to satisfy its
intended use, is the provision for regular access by persons.

8. A dwelling unif is defined as a sclf-contained suite of
rooms, including cooking and bathing facilities and intended
for long—ferm residential use. Units (whether self - contained
or not) within buildings offering institutional care, such as
hospiials, or temporary accommodation such as motcls, hos-
tels and holiday apartments, are not defined as dwelling units.
The value of units of this type is included in the appropriate
category of non- residential building.

9. A residential building 1s defined as a building pre-
dominantly consisting of onc or more dwelling units. Residen-
tial buildings can be either houses or other residential
buildings.

(a} A house is dcfined as a detached building predomi-

nantly used for long—tenm residential purposes and
consisting of only onc dwelling unit. Thus, detached
‘granny flats’ and dctached dwelling units (such as
carctakers’ residences) associated with non—residen-
tial buikdings arc delined as houses for the purpose of
these statistics.
(b}  Another residential building is defingd as a building
which is predominantly used for long-term residen-
tial purposcs and which contains (or has attached to
it} more than onc dwelling unit {e.g includes (own-
houses, duplexes, apartment buildings, ci¢.).

10. The number of dwelling units created by alterations
and additions to existing buildings, and (hrough the construc-
tion of new non-residential buildings, is not included in the
tables but is shown as a footnote to Table 1.

11. Commenced. A building job is regarded as com-
menced when the first physical building activity has been
performed on site in the form of materials fixed in place and/or
labour expended (this includes sit¢ preparation but excludes
delivery of building materials, the drawing of plans and speci-
fications and the construction of non-building infrastruciures
such as roads).

12. Under construction. A building job is regarded as
being under construction at the end of a peried if it has been
commenced but has not been completed, and work on it has
nol been abandoned.

13, Completed. A building job is regarded as completed
when building activity has progtessed 1o the stage when the
building can fulfil its intended function. In practice, the ABS
regards buildings as completed when notified as such by
respondents to the survey.

Valuation of building jobs

14, The value series in this publication are derived from
estimates reporied on survey returns as follows.

(a) Value of building commenced or under construction
represents the anticipated completion value based,
where practicable, on estimated market or contract
price of building jobs excluding the value of land and
landscaping. Site preparation costs arc included.
Where building jobs proceed over several quarters,



the anticipated completion valuc reported on the
return for the first (commencement) quaricr may be
amended on returns for subsequent (under construc-
tion) quarters as the job ncars completion,
(b} Value of building completed represents the actual
completion valuc based, where practicable, on the
market or contract price of building jobs including
sile preparation costs but excluding the value of land
and landscaping.
(¢) Value of building work done during the periad repre-
sents the estimated value of building work actually
carried out during the quarter on building jobs which
have comtnenced.
(d)y Value of building work yet to be done represents the
difference between the anticipated completion value
and the estimated valuc of work done on building jobs
up to the end of the period.

Building classification

15, Cwnership. The ownership of a building is classified
as either public sector o1 private sector according lo the seclor
of the intended owner of the completed building as evident at
the time of approval. Residential buildings being constnicted
by private sector builders under government housing authority
schemes whereby the authority has contracted, or intends to
‘contract, to purchase the buildings on or before completion,
arc classified as public scctor.

lo. Builder type. Houses are classified according to the
tvpe of builder as follows.

Contractor—built houses arc those constructed by a
private recognised building contractor, cither under
contract, or in anticipation of salc or rental.

()

(b}

Houses huilt by other than contract builders are those
constructed by an owner (other than a recognised
building contractor) or under the owner’s dircction,
without the services of a single contractlor responsible
for the whole job. Houses built by businesses (other
than recognised building contractors) and public sec-
tor organisations arc also included in this category.

7. Functional classification of buildings. A building is
classified according to its intended major function. Hence, a
building which is ancillary to othcr buildings or forms a part
of a group of related buildings is classified to the function of
the building and not to the function of the group as a whole.
An example of this can be seen in the treatment of building
work approved for a factory complex. In this case a detached
administration building would be classificd to Offices, a de-
tached cafeteria building to Shops, while factory buildings
would be classified to Factories. An exception to this rule is
the treatment of group accommodation buildings where, for
cxample, a student accommodation building on a university
campus would be classified to Educational.

18, Examples of the types of buildings included under

¢ach main functional heading are shown in the following list.
(@) Houses. Includes cotiages, bungalows, detached

carctakers’/managers’ cottages, rectories.

(b}  Other residential buildings. Includes blocks of flats,
home units, attached townhouses, villa units, terrace
houses, semi -detached houscs, maisonettes.

(c) Hotels, ete. Includes motels, hostels, boarding

houses, guesthouses, holiday apariment buildings.
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(dy Shops. Includes retail shops, restaurants, cafcs, lav-
ems, dry cleancrs, laundromats, hair salons, shopping

arcades.

Factories. Includes paper mills, oil refinery buiid-
ings, brickworks, foundries, powerhouses, manufac-
turing laboratories, workshops as part of a
manufacturing process.

(©

®

Offices. Includes banks, post offices, council cham-
bers, head and regional ofTices,

(8) Other business premises. Includes warchouses, stor-
age depots, service stations, iransport depots and
terminals, clectricity sub—station buildings, pumping
station buildings, telephone exchanges, mail sorting
centres, broadcasting stations, film studios.

Educational. Includes schools, colleges, kindergar-
tens, librarics, muscurns, arl galkerics, research and
teaching laboratories, theological colleges.

()

Religious. Includes churches, chapels, ternples,

{1
()  Health. Includes hospitals, nursing homes, surgeries.
clinics, medical centres.

Entertainment and recreational. Includes clubs,
theatres, cinemas, public halls, gymunasiums, grand-
stands. squash courls, sports and rccreation centres,

(k)

Miscellaneous. Includes law courts, homes for the
aged (where medical care is not provided as a normal
service), orphanages, gaols, bamacks, mine build-
ings, glasshouses, livestock sheds. shearing sheds,
fruit and skin drying sheds, public toilets, and ambu-
lance, fire and police stations.

Q)

Reliability of the estimates

19. Since the figures for private sector house building
aclivity {including alterations and additions) are dernived from
information obtained from a sampie of approved building jobs,
they are subject to sampling error; that is, they may difler from
the figures that would have been obtained if informaticn for
all approved jobs for the relevant period had been included in
the survey. One measure of the likely difference is given by
the standard error. which indicates the cxtent to which an
estimate might have vaned by chance because only a sample
of approved jobs was included.. There are aboul two chances
in three that a sample estimate will differ by less than one
standard error from the figure that would have been obtained
if all approved jobs had been included, and about ninetcen
chances in twenty (hat the difference will be Iess than two
standard errors. Another measure of sampling variability is the
relative standard error, which is oblained by expressing the
standard crror as a percentage of the estimate to which it refers.
The relative standard crrors of cstimates provide an indication
of the percentage errors likely to have occurred due to sam-
pling, and are shown in Table 11.

20. An cxample of the usc of relative standard errors is as
follows. Assume that the estimate of the number of new private
sector houses commenced during the Iatest quarter is 2,000 (for
actual estimate see Table 2) and that the associated wclative
standard error is 2.5 per cent (for actual percentage see Table
11). There would then be about two chances in three that the
number which would have been obtained if information had
been collected about all approved private sector housc jobs
would have been within the range 1,950 to 2,050 (2.5 per cent
of 2,000 is 50) and about nineteen chances in twenty that the
number would have been within the range 1,900 to 2,100,



21, The imprecision due to sampling variability, which is
measured by the relative standard error, should not be confused
with inaccuracics that may occur because of inadequacies in
the source of building approval information, imperfections in
reporting by respondents, and errors made in the coding and
processing of data. Inaccuracies of this kind are referred to as
non- sampling error, and may occur in any enumeration
whether it be a full count or only a sample. Every effort is made
to reduce the non—sampling error to a minimum by the careful
design of questionnaircs, efforts to obtain responses for all
selected building jobs, amd cificient operating procedures.

Seasonal adjustment

22 Scasonally adjusted building statistics are shown in
Tables 6. 7 and 9. In the scasonally adjusted series, account
has been taken of normal scasonal factors and trading day
cffects (ansing from the varying numbers of Sundays, Mon-
days, Tucsdays etc. in the quarter) and the cffect of the move-
ment in the date of Easter which may, in successive years,
affect figures for different quanters. In this publication (j.e. the
December quarter issue) the seasonally adjusted serics have
been revised as a result of {he annual re—analysis of seasonal
factors. Details of the methods used in scasonally adjusting the
series are given in Seasonally Adjusted Indicators, Australia
(1308.0}.

23, Since scasonally adjusted statistics reflect both irregu-
lar and trend movements, an upward or downward movement
in a seascnally adjusied serics does ot necessarily indicate a
change of trend. Particular care should thercfore be taken in
interpreting individual quarter to quarter movements. Each of
the component scrics shown has been seasonally adjusted
independently. As a conscquence, while the unadjusted com-
ponents in the original scrics shown add to the totals, the
adjusted components may not add to the adjusted totals. Fur-
ther, the difference between independently seasonally adjusted
scrics does not necessarily produce series which are optimal
or even adequate adjustments of the similarly derived original
series. Thus the figures which can be derived by subiracting
seasonally adjusted privale scctor dwelling units from the
seasonally adjusted total should not be used to represent sca-
sonally adjusted public sector dwelling units.

Estimates at constant prices

24, Estimates of the value of commencements and work
done at average 1989-90 priccs arc shown in Tabics 8 and 9.
Constant price estimates measure changes in value aficr the
direct effects of price changes have been climinated. The
deflators used to revalue the current price cstimates in this
publication are derived from the same price data underlying
the deflators compiled for the dwellings and non-dwelling
construction compornents of the national accounts aggregate
*Gross fixed capital expenditure’.

25, Estimates at constant prices are subject to a mimber of
approximations and assumptions. Further information on the
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nature and concepts of constant price cslimates is contained in
Chapicrd of Ausiralian National Accounts: Concepts, Sources
and Methods (5216.0).

26. The factors used to seasonally adjust the constant price
serics arc identical to those used to adjust the corresponding
current price scries.

Unpublished data and related publications

27, The ABS can also make available centain building
approvals and activity data which are not publishcd. Where it
is not practicable to provide the required information by tele-
phone, data can be provided in the following forms: micro-
liche, photocopy. computer printout, floppy disk and clerically
extracted tabulation. For details of what further information is
available and its cost, please telephone this publication’s con-
tact officer (shown on the front page).

28 Users may also wish to refer to the following building
and construction publications which are available on request:

Building Approvals, Australia (8731.0) — monthly ($13.50)
Building Approvals, Victoria (8731.2) - monthly ($11.00)
Dwelling Unit Commencements Reported by Approving
Authorities, Victoria (8741.2) — monthly ($11.00)
Building Activity, Australia : Dwelling Unit Commence-
ments, Preliminary (8750.0) — quarterly ($11.00)
Building Activity, Australia (8752.0} — quarterly ($14.50)
Engineering Construction Activity, Australia (8762.0y —
quarterly ($11.00)
Construction Activity ai Constant Prices, Australia
(8782.0} - quarterly ($11.00)

29. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed
in the Catalogue of Publications and Products, Australia
(1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, a
Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications (o be
released in the next [ew days. The Catalogue and Publications
Advice are available from any ABS office,

Symbols and other usages

not applicable
nil ar rounded to zero
by {igure or series revised since previous issue

30. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancics may
occur between sums of the component items and totals.

STUART JACKSON
Deputy Commonywcalth Statistician
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